
 
 

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

TO THE PROPERTY OWNERS WITHIN 300 FEET 

 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2011, 1:00 P.M.* (SEE NOTE BELOW) 

CITY HALL – 735 ANACAPA STREET, CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 

APPLICATION OF JAY BLATTER AND JULIE GUAJARDO-MCGEEVER OF HOCHHAUSER 

BLATTER ARCHITECTS, ARCHITECT FOR MARK AND VALERIE MALDONADO, PROPERTY 

OWNERS OF 1820, 1822, 1826 DE LA VINA STREET; APN: 027-022-022, -023, -024; R-4 ZONES, 

GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION:  RESIDENTIAL 12 UNITS/ARCE   (MST2009-00536) 

The proposed project consists of a 40-bedroom Residential Care Facility for the Elderly (RCFE) designed to serve 

seniors suffering from Alzheimer’s or various forms of dementia.  Proposed construction includes a two-story, 

24,128 net square foot building (25,400 gross sq. ft.).  There is a sub-level cellar for food storage, laundry and 

mechanical equipment measuring 2,210 net square feet, and the first and second floors would be 8,581 and 13,337 

net square feet, respectively.  The project also includes 20 on grade parking spaces, of which 16 are covered and 4 

are uncovered.  The site contains an oak tree that is proposed to be preserved and included as part of the new site 

plan.  The project consists of the demolition of the six existing structures on site, including three houses (two of 

which are duplexes), two garages and one shed.  Including attics, the floor area of the six existing structures totals 

8,251 net square feet.  A total of 11,228 net square feet of floor area on the first and second floors would be 

dedicated to residential rooms, which range from 294 to 376 square feet in size.  Each room would have a private 

sink, a studio living/bedroom area, and in most cases would share a bathroom with the adjacent room.  Common 

amenities total 10,690 square feet, and include a commercial kitchen, dining area, wellness center, activity spaces, 

sunrooms, bathrooms and service areas.  Individual bedrooms do not have kitchens or kitchenettes, and would not 

qualify as “dwelling units.”   

Project Operations:  The facility would be licensed to provide non-medical residential care by the State of 

California, Department of Community Care Licensing as a RCFE.  Since residents rarely go outside, activity areas 

would be focused within internal common spaces.  Common interior space available to residents totals 3,399 square 

feet (excluding administration, kitchen, storage, bathing, wellness office and other service areas).  However, 21% of 

the site is proposed as useable landscape/open area (5,692 square feet).  

The project has been designed to consist of three small “neighborhoods” within the building.  Each neighborhood 

would include 11 to 15 bedrooms.  Each neighborhood would also have a common living/dining/activities area.  

Stations for direct care staff, bathing and medications storage would be located in each neighborhood.  The project 

would offer residents three meals a day, personal care services, medications oversight, activities and transportation to 

medical services and outdoor activities as part of the regular daily program.  The community would be staffed 

twenty-four hours a day.  Shift changes occur three times daily: 7am, 3pm and 11pm.  The daytime shift is staffed 

most heavily and would include a maximum of twelve employees at any one time.  Residents do not drive, and 

would be transported to activities and appointments by a dedicated facility van. 

The discretionary application required for this project is a Conditional Use Permit to allow a Residential Care 

Facility for the Elderly (RCFE) in a residential zone (SBMC §28.94.030.R).  The Planning Commission will 

consider approval of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared for the project pursuant to the California 

Environmental Quality Act Guidelines Section 15074.  

You are invited to attend this hearing.  Written comments are welcome and will be entered into the public record.  

Written information should be submitted prior to the meeting at the Planning Division Office, 630 Garden St; by mail 

attention Planning Commission Secretary, P.O. Box 1990, Santa Barbara, CA 93102-1990; or by email at 

PCSecretary@SantaBarbaraCa.gov, and received no later than 4:30 P.M. on the Monday before the Planning 
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Commission hearing.  Please submit 12 copies of any written materials over 2 pages.  Written comments are accepted 

at and up to the time of the hearing; however, the Planning Commission may not have time to consider materials 

submitted after the Monday deadline. 

This is the only notification you will receive for this development application.  The scope of this project may be 

modified under further review.  If you have any questions, wish to review the plans, or wish to be placed on a 

mailing list for future agendas for this item, please contact Kelly Brodison at (805) 564-5470 ext. 4531, or by email 

at kbrodison@SantaBarbaraCA.gov.  Office hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Thursday, and every 

other Friday.  Please check our website under City Calendar to verify closure dates.  If you, as an aggrieved party or 

applicant, disagree with the decision of the Planning Commission regarding the outcome of this application, you may 

appeal the decision to the City Council.  The appeal, accompanied by the appropriate filing fee per application, must 

be filed in the City Clerk's Office within ten calendar days of the Planning Commission decision.  If you challenge 

the permit approval or environmental document in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or 

someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the 

Planning Commission at, or prior to the public hearing. 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT:  In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need 

special assistance to gain access to, comment at, or participate in this meeting, please contact the Planning Division 

Office at (805) 564-5470 ext. 4535.  If possible, notification at least 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the 

City to make reasonable arrangements in most cases. 

* NOTE:  On Thursday, September 15, 2011, an Agenda with all items to be heard on Thursday, September 22, 2011, 

will be available at 630 Garden Street.  AGENDAS, MINUTES and REPORTS: Copies of all documents relating to 

agenda items are available for review at 630 Garden St. and posted online at www.SantaBarbaraCa.gov/pc.  Please note 
that online Staff Reports may not include some exhibits.  Agenda items are subject to change.  It is recommended that 

applicants and interested parties plan to arrive for the meeting at 1:00 p.m.  However, for longer agendas, all parties are 

encouraged to monitor Channel 18 and when the item prior to the application of interest begins come to the Commission 
hearing.  Continuances will not be granted unless there are exceptional circumstances. 

Meetings can be viewed live on City TV-18, or on your computer via http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/Government/Video/ 

Meeting rebroadcast schedule can be found at http://www.citytv18.com/schedule.htm. 
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